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For immediate release 

 

Sam Polledri Foundation to unveil 100th defibrillator, the second one at Millennium Square 

The Sam Polledri Foundation, through Great Western Air Ambulance Charity (GWAAC), is unveiling its 100th public 

access defibrillator on 14 August 2026 in Millennium Square, Bristol — right next to the first one installed by the 

Foundation in 2022.  

The Foundation’s first defibrillator, situated near We the Curious, is deployed several times a week and can't 

always be replaced instantly. Having a second one close by and rescue-ready will provide resilience for the area 

with more consistent coverage. 

To celebrate the milestone of 100 defibrillators funded by the Sam Polledri Foundation, GWAAC’s Heartstarters 

Volunteers will be offering visitors, both young and old, the chance to learn how to do CPR and use a defibrillator 

for free — skills that take just minutes to learn.  

One quarter of GWAAC’s call-outs are to people suffering a cardiac arrest, and the specialist crew are the first to 

say that immediate bystander CPR and defibrillation are so important for giving someone their best chance of 

surviving a cardiac arrest when it happens outside of hospital.  
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A tribute to Sam Polledri, and a safer Bristol 

Sam Polledri was just 24 years old when he had a cardiac arrest on a night out with friends in Millennium Square. 

Sadly for Sam, there were no public access defibrillators around at the time. GWAAC’s crew attended Sam that 

night and did all that they could to help. As a tribute, and to help prevent other families suffering the same loss, 

Sam’s family and friends set up the Sam Polledri Foundation.  

“We’d like to thank everyone who has contributed to the Sam Polledri Foundation, including those who 

generously donated at our recent Charity Dinner. The funds raised are helping us, through GWAAC, put lifesaving 

equipment into public spaces, ensuring fewer families experience the heartbreak we know all too well. We want 

to ensure that anyone who suffers an out-of-hospital cardiac arrest has someone nearby who knows how to 

perform CPR and has a public access defibrillator within a three-minute walk.” 

 

Louise Polledri, Mum of Sam Polledri and founder of the Sam Polledri Foundation 

 

“We are very proud of the Sam Polledri Foundation’s achievements. In just four years, they have raised over 

£318,000 and are about to unveil their 100th defibrillator. Together we are raising awareness of the importance of 

CPR and defibrillation and helping to make communities a safer place for people who suffer a cardiac arrest.  

We hope to see lots of people at the upcoming CPR training session at Millennium Square. It’s a wonderful chance 

to learn how to help someone in urgent need.” 

Caroline Kivungi, Defibrillator Officer, Great Western Air Ambulance Charity 

Attend GWAAC’s free CPR session and help the charity hit a milestone — 50,000 people trained in lifesaving 

skills 

GWAAC and the Sam Polledri Foundation are inviting people to drop-in to a CPR and defibrillation training session 

at Millennium Square on 14 August between 10:00 and 16:00. If enough people drop-in, GWAAC’s Heartstarters 

Volunteers will have trained 50,000 people since the charity’s CPR and defibrillation programme started in 2017. 

In a fun and friendly environment, attendees will practice on manikins and be guided by GWAAC’s experienced 

volunteers. It only takes a few minutes, and individuals, families and groups will walk away knowing how to give 

someone their best chance of survival. 

GWAAC’s stall can be found near the fountain along with a critical care car and some of the specialist crew, ready 

to ask any questions about GWAAC’s air ambulance and critical care service. 

It’s also a chance to learn more about how businesses and clubs can install a public assess defibrillator for the 

local community. Representatives from GWAAC and members of the Sam Polledri Foundation will be on hand to 

offer advice. 

Find out more about the Sam Polledri Foundation, and GWAAC’s CPR training programme and defibrillator 

package. 
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Notes for editors  

1. GWAAC provides the critical care and air ambulance service for 2.1 million people across Bath and North East 

Somerset, Bristol, South Gloucestershire, Gloucestershire, North Somerset, and parts of Wiltshire. 

2. The GWAAC Critical Care Team consists of highly trained and experienced Critical Care Doctors, Advanced 

Practitioners and Specialist Paramedics in Critical Care, who bring the skill and expertise of a hospital 

emergency department to the patient. 

3. 2025 was GWAAC’s busiest year on record with 2,344 people in urgent need of medical care. GWAAC’s Critical 

Care Team is needed by more than six patients a day on average and rushes to treat them by helicopter or 

critical care car. On average each mission costs around £2,200 to attend. 

4. The charity needs to raise over £4 million a year in order to remain operational yet receives no day-to-day 

funding from the Government or National Lottery. 
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