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PRESS RELEASE 
For immediate release
A story about love, laughter, and a life saved locally, for Valentine’s week

While many mark Valentine’s Day with flowers and romantic dinners, Great Western Air Ambulance Charity (GWAAC) is using the occasion to celebrate a different kind of love — the gift of more time with the people you love. 

Steve, a local man from Gloucestershire and a father, is alive today thanks to the rapid response of GWAAC’s crew after a sudden, life-threatening incident. A short film being launched this week captures what survival looks like — sharing laughter in a pub, a father and son teasing each other, and the simple words “I love you.”

Around two thirds of the charity’s patients are male — often fathers, sons, partners and friends. But behind every patient is a ripple effect with all those that care for the person being affected. 

GWAAC’s film is a reminder that love isn’t just about romantic relationships, but about the meaningful moments we spend with our family and friends. And for Steve, that was made possible thanks to donations from local communities and support for GWAAC. 

Steve’s story is one of many. Every call-out, every mission, every intervention can ensure more time together for families like his. 

Watch Steve’s story here and learn more about what GWAAC did to help: www.gwaac.com/mtt

ENDS

Notes for editors 
We can offer:

· Access to spokespeople
· Visuals: Father and son laughing in the pub, paramedics in action, helicopter shots, short social clips. 
· Supporting assets and information about GWAAC

1. [bookmark: _Hlk156834886][bookmark: _Hlk155254318]GWAAC provides the critical care and air ambulance service for 2.1 million people across Bath and North East Somerset, Bristol, South Gloucestershire, Gloucestershire, North Somerset, and parts of Wiltshire.
1. The GWAAC Critical Care Team consists of highly trained and experienced Critical Care Doctors, Advanced Practitioners and Specialist Paramedics in Critical Care, who bring the skill and expertise of a hospital emergency department to the patient.
1. 2025 was GWAAC’s busiest year on record with 2,344 people in urgent need of medical care. GWAAC’s Critical Care Team is needed by more than six patients a day on average and rushes to treat them by helicopter or critical care car. On average each mission costs around £2,200 to attend.
1. The charity needs to raise over £4 million a year in order to remain operational yet receives no day-to-day funding from the Government or National Lottery.
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