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Michelle De Swarte to headline Great Western Air Ambulance Charity comedy night

Great Western Air Ambulance Charity (GWAAC) is bringing its annual Heli Laughs comedy night back to Bristol Old
Vic on Thursday 3 September, with comedian Michelle De Swarte headlining an evening of stand-up to raise funds
for the charity's lifesaving critical care service.

Hosted by Kiri Pritchard-McLean, this year's event is the sixth Heli Laughs and follows five successful years which
have raised more than £67,000 to help keep GWAAC responding to medical emergencies across the region.

This year’s event runs from 19:30 to 22:00 and includes an exciting line-up of popular local and national
comedians:

The fantastic Michelle De Swarte! Recently named as one of Variety’s 10 Brits to Watch for 2025. Michelle’s
comedy appearances include Live at the Apollo, Never Mind the Buzzcocks and The Last Leg, as well as sitting on
the big red sofa on the Graham Norton Show!

Michelle is an actor, comedian, presenter and writer with a fantastic sense of humour and this is her first time
headlining GWAAC’s Heli Laughs event.

Welsh comedian Kiri Pritchard-McLean. A multi award-winning comedian, satirist and writer. You’ll have recently
seen her hosting Live at the Apollo and appearing on Have | Got News For You, 8 out of 10 Cats Does Countdown,
Ql and Frankie Boyle's New World Order.

The hilarious Huge Davies, combining his confident on-stage presence, dark humour, surreal material and his one-
of-a-kind customised keyboard. Huge has quickly risen to become one the most memorable comedic acts in the
UK. With sell out shows and multiple five-star reviews at the Edinburgh Fringe as well as appearances on the Off
Menu Podcast, Jonathan Ross Comedy Club and more, as well as supporting Phil Wang and Joe Lycett.

BAFTA winning Michael Odewale, a fresh and unfiltered voice known for delivering sharp and beautifully executed
content. His debut show #BlackBearsMatter won Best Show at both the 2019 Leicester Comedy Festivals and
achieved critical acclaim at the Edinburgh Fringe 2019.

Michael has since gone on to work on a host of shows including Cunk on Earth (BBC), Death to 2022 (Netflix) and
performing on Live at The Apollo (BBC).

Local comedian Burt Williamson, a young new comic from Bristol who is quickly making an impression for himself
on the South West comedy circuit. A perpetual man-child who takes himself seriously so you don’t have to, Burt is
ever ready to bring his brand of enthusiastic sarcasm to the Heli Laughs stage.

Have a laugh and help save lives

100% of the profits will go towards keeping GWAAC's critical care service operational. Funds raised from previous
Heli Laughs events have helped GWAAC's team be there for more people in urgent need of pre-hospital care.

GWAAC provides emergency lifesaving treatment to people who need it at the side of the road, in a muddy field
or in their own home, people who might not otherwise survive the journey to hospital. The Critical Care Team is
needed by more than six patients a day on average and rushes to treat them by helicopter or car. On average
each mission costs around £2,200 to attend. The charity is funded entirely by the communities it serves.
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"Heli Laughs is a brilliant example of how our community can come together to support

GWAAC in a fun and memorable way. We're incredibly grateful to all the comedians for performing, our sponsors,
and everyone who buys a ticket. The funds raised from this event help our Critical Care Team continue to be there
for people on some of the worst days of their lives."

Charlie Rowen, Events Manager, Great Western Air Ambulance Charity

Get your tickets now

Each ticket purchased will help keep GWAAC’s crew saving lives in Bristol, Gloucestershire, Bath, and beyond.
Pit seat: £30.00

Dress and Upper Circle seat: ~ £27.50

Gallery seat: £25.00

For more information, please visit GWAAC's website.

GWAAC is incredibly grateful to this year’s sponsors, Gold Sponsor: Acorn Health & Safety, Bronze Sponsors:
Craddys and Orega.

ENDS

Notes for editors

1. GWAAC provides the critical care and air ambulance service for 2.1 million people across Bath and North East
Somerset, Bristol, South Gloucestershire, Gloucestershire, North Somerset, and parts of Wiltshire.

2. The GWAAC Critical Care Team consists of highly trained and experienced Critical Care Doctors, Advanced
Practitioners and Specialist Paramedics in Critical Care, who bring the skill and expertise of a hospital
emergency department to the patient.

3. 2025 was GWAAC's busiest year on record with 2,344 people in urgent need of medical care. GWAAC's Critical
Care Team is needed by more than six patients a day on average and rushes to treat them by helicopter or
critical care car. On average each mission costs around £2,200 to attend.

4. The charity needs to raise over £4 million a year in order to remain operational yet receives no day-to-day
funding from the Government or National Lottery.

For further information, contact:

Claire Harris | PR and Communications Coordinator
0303 4444 999 | 07484 906493
Claire.harris@gwaac.com
www.greatwesternairambulance.com
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